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Methodist Bishops Speak on Great Issues 


The General Conference of the Methodist Church met 
in quadrennial session April 23-May 7 at San Francisco. 
There 720 delegates, ministerial and lay, met to represent 
over 9,000,000 Methodists in various parts of the world. 

As usual, an outstanding feature of the Conference was 
the “Episcopal Address” presented by bishop Paul B. 
Kern and signed by 68 members of the Council of Bishops 
—all those whose participation in preparing it was feas- 
ible. The address covers 65 printed pages and portions of 
it, of course, concern matters of interest chiefly to mem- 
bers of the Methodist communion. Much of it, however, 
is of concern to the whole of American Protestantism and, 
one might say, even to all branches of the Christian 
Church. We quote at length from the address because 
many passages are of extraordinary significance in view 
of the state of the nation and of the world. 

It has been said that all prophecy “begins with a note of 
doom.” There are many words of warning in this docu- 
ment. However, as a prelude to the sterner utterances 
the Bishops offer this statement of faith: “We must 
guard against impatience in seeking a sound solution to 
the world’s present plight. God works slowly but He 
never quits. His purpose, made vibrant and available in 
Christ, is firm and unyielding. Every evil is by its nature 
transitory; every good is of its essence eternal. If we, 
in calmness and confidence, shall yield ourselves and the 
nation we love to the sway of His unfolding will, we 
shall yet see a spiritual rebirth from which shall spring 
an ordered and just society.” 


Christianity and Economic Life 


“It is perfectly clear that Christianity must not become 
identified with any particular school of economics. It re- 
mains a fact that Methodism preaches its gospel of the 
abundant life as a vital expression of religion in countries 
operating under many widely variant forms of social and 
economic philosophy. . .. It should be clearly understood 
that our Church must not be maneuvered into the defense 
of any political party or economic philosophy. Almost 
everyone agrees that what people want is a free way of 
life, economic abundance, and social justice. However, 
the maintenance of a system of private property, free in- 
itiative, and competition does not imply a policy of leav- 
ing things as they are. . .. Most people in America believe 
in the system of free enterprise but we know it is not a 
perfect answer to all economic needs. We have yet far 
to go to reach our dream of the City of God among men. 

“Tt is the mission of the Church to interpret the Chris- 


tian message in the difficult situations arising from the 
tensions of a highly organized industrial society. As an 
interpreter, it seeks to judge irresponsible and concen- 
trated wealth on the one hand, and excessive governmen- 
tal controls on the other.” 


War and Disarmament 


“The theory upon which the Western allies and their 
communist antagonists are operating is that their only se- 
curity lies in amassing such a weight of armaments that 
nobody will dare challenge them. This theory has repeat- 
edly been tested in history. It has never yet brought peace. 
It is morally fallacious, and deep in our hearts we know 
it brings only a specious and trembling sense of security. 
In the U. S. Congress not only demands our money in 
stunningly pyramided taxes but the Pentagon would tap 
our sons on the shoulder and seek to place them in peace 
time in a military camp under the authority of a system 
of universal military training. This radical departure 
from the American way of life is both unnecessary and 
morally dangerous. Gloss it over with every clever 
euphemism, conceal it under pages of propaganda, the 
fact remains: military training is training in the science 
of being an efficient killer. War is not glory, it is jungle 
strife. To take the successive generations of our youth 
from their normal relations to home and school and 
church, and thrust them at the formative years of their 
early manhood into the abnormal associations of military 
encampments, under the authority of officers whose right 
to command is military preferment and not moral superi- 
ority, and subject them to all the temptations incident to 
camp life, is gravely to imperil the moral quality of our 
citizenship.” 

Christianity and Communism 


“The communist threat must be met. It openly derides 
and opposes Christianity. To surrender to it or be over- 
come by it is to forfeit the supreme values underlying our 
highest culture and our Christian gospel. We shall not 
serve the cause by impassioned attacks which substitute 
emotion for intelligence and denunciation for thorough 
acquaintance with facts. Thinking men know that there 
are some very real reasons for communism’s thriving ex- 
istence in today’s world, and those reasons are not always 
unrelated to the Church’s failure to be dynamically effec- 
tive in preaching the gospel and demonstrating Christian 
principles in human society. Emil Brunner, speaking at 
Amsterdam, bluntly declared: ‘The present social disor- 
der is a judgment of God upon the Church.’ 
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“Bullets cannot kill communism. For example, you 
could destroy every communist in the world but your 
basic problem would still confront you. We believe we 
have the truth, we believe the Christian, democratic way 
offers the only solution, but if the earth-bound philosophy 
of communism is not to be accepted by the multitudes of 
earth we shall need to out-think, to out-love, and to out- 
sacrifice the leaders who offer it.” 

The Bishops reiterated the declaration contained in the 
basic address of 1948: 

“We reject communism, its materialism, its method of 
class war, its use of dictatorship, its fallacious economics 
and its false theory of social development; but we know 
that the only way to defeat it permanently is to use the 
freedom of our own democracy to establish economic jus- 
tice and racial brotherhood.” 


World Revolution—the Real Problem 


“Our basic problem is world revolution. Humanity 
everywhere is in revolt. Hundreds of millions of human 
beings living in abject misery, oppressed, underprivileged, 
and disillusioned, are rising to demand release from 
squalor, poverty, famine, discrimination, and exploitation. 
They are the multitudes of Asia, Africa, the Middle East, 
and every major land area on the globe. More than half 
of the babies born in India die before they are one year 
old; half the children of China have never had enough 
to eat; three-fourths of the 200,000 babies born every 
day will never know how to read or write. They are sick 
and tired of hunger and racism and landlordism and co- 
lonialism, and they will grasp anything, any philosophy, 
any system of economics or government which seems to 
offer them hope. Our real problem turns out to be not 
communism but revolution, and communism is a perverted 
and godless way of directing revolution to its own evil 
ends. It is not Russia that is our real enemy but the evils 
in modern society which Russia falsely offers to eradicate. 
These millions adrift in a sea of wretchedness cling to 
the lifeline that communism throws them, believing her 
false promise for rescue through world revolution and a 
planned economy. They will accept her tyranny for the 
moment because they have known naught in their lives 
save tyranny, but their God-given yearning for freedom 
will assert itself again when enough men of good will all 
over the world determine that people now in the throes of 
revolution shall have the health, the security, the educa- 
tion, and the sense of individual worth that they have a 
right to demand.” 

On Human Liberty 


“It is a terrifying anomaly that after victory in two 
world wars, waged presumably to protect and establish 
our democratic freedom, we should at this moment in 
America be confronted by a widespread and sinister threat 
to the liberties we cherish. And yet that danger is real 
and serious. Personal and civil liberty cannot be separated 
from religious liberty. Not one can be abridged without 
affecting the existence of all related freedoms. . 

“No one among us would gloss over the real dangers 
that confront us. Espionage and sabotage are always 
threats to security. But we are succumbing to fear—to a 
fear that is, in large part, groundless and neurotic. This 
feeling of insecurity is being aggravated and exploited by 
reckless demagogues. It is becoming more and more im- 
possible to shape foreign or domestic policies upon ra- 
tional grounds. The democratic process cannot operate 
when disagreement is counted disloyalty. . . . 

“This pressure is very potent in the political life of 


our times. It denies liberty to men who by independence 
of thought claim the right to criticize the status quo and 
seek to improve it within the framework of the demo- 
cratic process. It takes advantage of public anxiety over 
the East-West conflict and the struggle between democ- 
racy and communism to circumscribe our traditional lib- 
erty and to paralyze with fear those from whom we might 
expect wise leadership. This demagoguery smears the 
naines of honest men by unfounded charges of traitorous 
connections. Rumor peddlers, enjoying congressional and 
legislative immunity or hiding behind innuendos or hear- 
say evidence, break down confidence in our society and 
throttle the free voice of free men.” 


Threat to Academic Freedom 


“There has broken out a rash of so-called loyalty oaths. 
They are, in reality, ‘non-disloyalty oaths.’ Take, for ex- 
ample, the story of the University of California. The ef- 
forts of the Regents to regiment every employe of the 
university by requiring him to subscribe to a pledge of 
‘non-disloyalty’ to his own country were, fortunately, de- 
clared unconstitutional by the courts, but the resultant 
affront to the sense of personal dignity and liberty lingers 
on. In one form or another this threat has invaded the 
campus of more than one university. The viciousness of 
this process evidences itself in the resultant stifling of the 
impulse to free and unbridled search for the truth. Uni- 
versities are citadels of intellectual freedom, and it is 
against these citadels that the attack is launched because 
its aim is nothing less than the extinction of academic 
freedom. This is the road to sterile waste lands of intel- 
lectual death in American education.” 


The Bishops here took note of the many current at- 
tacks upon the public schools which, they declared, are 
following one general pattern in different parts of the 
country. “The attackers use the same techniques, the 
same literature and the same sweeping charges. They ac- 
cuse teachers and textbooks of being subversive ; they link 
modern educational practices with communism ; and they 
attempt to stampede parents into believing that our public 
schools are the breeding grounds of totalitarianism. A 
Committee of the House of Representatives declares: ‘the 
review of textbooks by self-appointed experts smacks too 
much of the book-burning orgies of Nuremburg to be 
accepted by thoughtful Americans without foreboding and 
alarm.’ Often those who direct these campaigns of 
slander and insinuation are, themselves, not accredited 
educators but charlatans who parade as saviors of our 
public school system, seeking to resurrect outmoded meth- 
ods in education and stir up strife and suspicion in the 
name of democracy. As Jesus said of the Pharisees: 
‘Verily they have their reward.’ ” 


Restraints Upon Prophetic Speaking 


“There have always been both preachers and laymen 
among us who want to declare ‘out of bounds’ any Metho- 
dist who dares to think and preach independently and 
creatively upon the issues of the current social and eco- 
nomic order. They profess great love for their Church, 
they have a heavy stake in the preservation of the existing 
order, and they want their Church to stay off controver- 
sial subjects and proclaim what they so naively call the 
‘old fashioned gospel.’ They want to preserve ‘the original 
character of Methodism.’ Would God they knew their his- 
tory better! Early Methodism stood in the center of a 
swirling century of revolution and preached alike its gos- 
pel of personal regeneration and social reform. Original 
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Methodism was a bold and challenging defense of the 
rights of the underprivileged and the dispossessed against 
the predatory indifference of an economic aristocracy 
most of whom were perfectly decorous members of a 
Church that had forgotten its mission to the multitude. 
This social concern is in our bloodstream. . . . 

“| We have room, thank God, in Methodism, for the 
conservative and the liberal and also for that vast multi- 
tude who are more interested in fighting the good fight 
than they are in fighting their fellow Methodists. Labels 
are often libels. We get nowhere by calling names or 
casting shadowy doubt around the character of honorable 
men. Black lists of supposed subversives are essentially 
unfair... . 

“This whole question of freedom is assuming alarming 
proportions in American life. In many instances we are 
redefining freedom and debasing the coinage of the word 
until it means ‘freedom to be like everybody else, to think 
as the majority in the town, or state or country thinks, 
to teach what the legislature or the dominant political or 
religious opinion wants taught.’ This is the creeping mi- 
asma of intimidation. It is not freedom as our fathers 
understood it, but totalitarianism as our enemies practice 
it in the name of democracy. Not only legislative commit- 
tees but vigilante groups of private citizens have taken it 
upon themselves to tell us to think as they decree or be 
listed as subversives. The defense of this country against 
communism will not come through practicing the tactics 
of the police state. It will arise out of the wellsprings of 
liberty in the hearts of individual men who dare, un- 
trammeled and uncontrolled, to search for the truth as 
God gives them to see the truth and to utter it without 
fear or favor because they are Americans in the glorious 
tradition of free men.” 


Methodism’s ‘‘Social Creed” Modified 


The Methodist General Conference made a revision of 
a part of its “Social Creed” which has occasioned a good 
deal of comment. The portion revised is section 9. The 
original text was as follows: 

“We stand for the principle of the acquisition of prop- 
erty by Christian processes, and believe in stressing the 
principle of stewardship in its use; in the practical appli- 
cation of the Christian principle of social well-being to 
the acquisition and use of wealth and the subordination 
of the profit motive to the creative and cooperative spirit.” 

The new text reads: 

“We stand for the principle of the acquisition of prop- 
erty by Christian processes, and in the right of private 
ownership thereof with full acknowledgment of steward- 
ship under God and accountability to Him for its use. 
We espouse no particular economic system, and refuse to 
identify Christianity with any economic order. We ap- 
proach every economic order in the commands of cur 
Christ and judge its practices by the Christian gospel. 
We firmly believe that it is not only our duty to bring 
Christ to the individual but also to bring the society with- 
in which we live more nearly in conformity with the 
teachings of Christ. We believe that the free democratic 
way of life ruled by Christian principles can bring to man- 
kind a society in which liberty is preserved, justice estab- 
lished, and brotherhood achieved.” 

The explanation given was that the words “subordina- 
tion of the profit motive te the creative and cooperative 
spirit” have been taken to mean that the Methodist 
Church is hostile to the profit system. The new section, 
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it will be noted, avoids all reference to profit and insists 
that Christianity must not be identified with any economic 
system. 


Methodism Deals with Its “Left” 


Extended debate occurred at San Francisco over the 
status of the Methodist Federation for Social Action. Re- 
sponding to many memorials received from various parts 
of the country the General Conference adopted a report 
of its Committee on the State of the Church requesting 
the Federation to cease using the word “Methodist” in its 
name and to find offices outside the New York headquar- 
ters of the Church, where they have been for many years. 


The debate was conducted on a high level, without bit- 
terness. The contention of the majority was that the Fed- 
eration activities and published views had in large part 
an ideological slant that the Methodist Church could not 
approve; that to call the organization “The Methodist 
Federation . . .” invited the inference that it was repre- 
sentative of Methodist opinion and policy; that the word 
“unofficial” in parenthesis following the name was not 
consistently or convincingly used; and that the organiza- 
tion had not carried out assurances given four years ago, 
in good faith, by its spokesmen. 


A New Agency 


After taking action on the Federation the General Con- 
ference created a Board of Social and Economic Rela- 
tions whose purpose will be to “implement the actions of 
the General Conference and of the Methodist Social 
Creed,” to carry on work in social education and stimulate 
interest in social and economic problems. The new boartl 
comes into being by an overwhelming mandate, and the 
elaborate provisions made for its effective functioning 
dispel any notion that the Methodist Church is taking any 
less militant position than formerly on social issues. 


Women Ministers 


The Woman’s Division of Christian Service of The 
Methodist Church presented a memorial to the 1952 Gen- 
eral Conference asking that women should be admitte+d 
to “full connection” in the ministry as members of annual 
conferences. At present they may be ordained as “‘local 
preachers” but cannot be members of conferences, even 
though they may have all the qualifications. The proposal 
was voted down. 

Several studies have been made of the ordaining and 
licensing of women as ministers! Among items of in- 
formation asked when denominational data were secured 
for the 1951 Yearbook of American Churches were the 
number of ordained women and the number of women 
serving as pastors. The replies received gave information 
for a number of bodies which had not previously been re- 
corded as ordaining or licensing women. Unfortunately, 
some did not reply to this question. 

The table on page 4 gives the number of women minis- 
ters in the bodies for which statistics are available. Of 
the 78 bodies which have been reported as ordaining 
or licensing women, eight license but do not ordain; at 
least seven give women special status of some sort, and 
63 presumably ordain. (The status of Jewish women 
serving as rabbis is not clear.) A footnote lists those fer 


1Such surveys were reported in The Relative Place of Women 
it the Church (1927) and Homen in American Church Life 


(1949). 
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Number of Women Ministers 


Denomination 


Advent Christian Church 
African Orthodox Church 
Baptists: 

Am. Baptist Convention 

Free Will Baptists 

Independent Baptists! ............ 

National Baptist Convention, 

Seventh Day Baptists 
Brethren Bodies: 

Church of the Brethren? 
Churches of God: 

Church of God (Cleveland, Tenn.) ? 

Church of God (Tomlinson)? .... 

Church of God in Christ? 
Church of Revelation .............. 
Churches of God in Christian 

Union of Ohio ................... 
Churches of God in N. A. 

(General Eldership) ............. 
Congregational Christian 
Disciples of Christ 
Evangelical and Reformed 
Evangelistic Associations: 

Church of God (Apostolic) ....... 

Metropolitan Church Ass'n. ...... 

Missionary Bands of the World... 
Free Christian Zion Church 

of Christ 
International Church of the 

Four Square Gospe! 
Methodist Bodies: 

African Meth. Epis. Church? 

African M. E. Zion .............. 

Congregational Methodist 

Free Methodists ................. 
. Holiness Methodist Church 

Independent Fundamentalist 

Meth. Church 

The Methodist Church® .......... 

Primitive Methodist Church 

Reformed Methodist Church 
Pentecostal Bodies: 

.. Petecostal Assemblies of 

Pentecostal Church of God ....... 
Pentecostal Holiness Church 
Presbyterian: 

Cumberland Presbyterian 
Triumph the Church and 

Kingdom of God in Christ? ....... 
American Unitarian Assoc. ......... 
United Holy Church of America .... 
United Missionary Church 
Universalist Church 


Total Protestant 
Others: 
Christ Unity Spiritual Science ... 
Jewish Congregations ............ 
National David Spiritual Temple 
Christ Church Union (Ine.) 


Spiritualists: 
National Christian Spiritual 
Alliance 


1 Missionaries. 
2 Sisters. 

3 Licensed. 
4 
5 


No. Women 
Pastors 


a 


no 


23 


“Recognized” or “Recorded,” not ordained. 


Ordained as local preachers. 


No. Ordained 
or Licensed 
22 
3 


which statistics are not available.* 

Following are the bodies which have a special status 
for women in a ministerial capacity: the Independent 
Baptist Church for foreign missionaries; the Brethren 
Church and the Church of the Brethren for “Sisters” who 
are accepted for certain types of work; Friends meetings 
which “recognize” or “record” ministers, though they do 
not have an ordained ministry ; the Methodist Church and 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church for ordained 
women local preachers without full Conference “connec- 
tion” ; and the Salvation Army “commissions” officers. 

The total number of ordained or licensed women is 
5,591; the total number of pastors 2,896. Almost all the 
data in this table come from the 1951 Yearbook of Ameri- 
can Churches. The data for the American Baptist Con- 
vention, Congregational Christian Churches, and Disciples 
of Christ were secured by counting names which may be 
assumed to be those of women in the most recent denomi- 
national lists available. Dr. Georgia Harkness of the Pa- 
cific School of Religion has reported in the Christian Ad- 
vocate for May 1, 1952, on a survey of Methodist women 
who are “accepted supply pastors” from which the Metho- 
dist figures are taken. There are no data on the total 
number of Methodist women who have been ordained or 
licensed as “local preachers” but are not serving as pas- 
tors. Some denominations which did not answer this 
question, or replied “None”’—though they have earlier 
reported that they ordained women—are very small. The 
few ordained women may have retired with no replace- 
ments. There seems to be a slight increase in the number 
of Congregational Christian, American Baptist, and per- 
haps Methodist pastors since the end of the war. 

A striking fact is the very large proportion of the wo- 
men reported here who are licensed, not ordained—2,636 
out of 5,792. Of the 2,896 pastors reported, 966 are in 
non-Protestant bodies; 850 in the Christ Unity Spiritual 
Science Church. In the Congregational Christian Churches 
70 of the 239 women are not ordained by that denomina- 
tion. They are licensed, student pastors, lay pastors, and, 
occasionally, ordained by other denominations. The term 
“pastor” as used in the table for the Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches includes all those in a pastoral relationship: 
assistant pastors and ministers of education as well as 
those taking full responsibility for their charges. 


2 Other bodies ordaining or licensing women are: 

Adventist: Life and Advent Union. 

Assemblies of God. 

Baptist Bodies: Christian Unity Baptist Association, Six Prin- 
ciple Baptists. 

Brethren Church. 

Christian Union. 

Christ's Sanctified Holy Church. 

Church of the Nazarene. 

Churches of Christ in Christian Union of Ohio. 

Congregational Holiness Church. 

Evangelistic Associations: Christian Congregation, Church of 
Daniel’s Band, Church of God as Organized by Christ, Hepzi- 
bah Faith Missionary Association, Pillar of Fire. 

Free Christian Zion Church of Christ. 

Holiness Church of God. 

Mennonite Bodies: Defenseless Mennonite Conference, Mennon- 
ite Brethren in Christ. 

Methodist Bodies: Colored Methodist Episcopal Church, Reformed 
Zion Union Apostolic Church, Wesleyan Methodist Convention. 

Pentecostal Bodies: International Pentecostal Assemblies, Pente- 
costal Fire Baptized Holiness Church, Pilgrim Holiness Church. 

Salvation Army. 

Schwenkfelders. 

Social Bretheren. 

United Brethren in Christ (O.C.) 

United Holy Church of America. 

Others: Church of Divine Science. 
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